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Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-

gram has successfully adapted over the last 
50 years to the ever-evolving health care 
landscape of Alaskan communities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates April 
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community 
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week’’. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 527. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 527) designating April 
23, 2008, as National Adopt a Library Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, that the preamble be agreed 
to, that the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and that any 
statements relating to the resolution 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 527) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 527 

Whereas libraries are an essential part of 
our communities and our national system of 
education; 

Whereas the citizens of the United States 
benefit significantly from libraries that 
serve as an open place for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to make use of books and 
other resources that offer pathways to learn-
ing, self-discovery, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge; 

Whereas the libraries of the United States 
depend on the generous donations and sup-
port of individuals and groups to ensure that 
those who are unable to purchase books still 
have access to a wide variety of resources; 

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations 
facilitate donations of books to schools and 
libraries across the country to extend the 
joys of reading to millions of people in the 
United States and prevent used books from 
being thrown away; and 

Whereas several States and Common-
wealths that recognize the importance of li-
braries and reading have adopted resolutions 
commemorating April 23 as ‘‘Adopt A Li-
brary Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 23, 2008, as ‘‘National 

Adopt A Library Day’’; 
(2) honors organizations that help facili-

tate donations to schools and libraries; 
(3) urges all people in the United States 

who own unused books to donate those books 
to local libraries; 

(4) strongly supports children and families 
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 528. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 528) designating April 
25, 2008, as ‘‘Global Youth Service Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise in support of a resolution desig-
nating April 25, 2008, as ‘‘Global Youth 
Service Day.’’ This resolution recog-
nizes and commends the significant 
community service efforts that youth 
are making in communities across the 
country and around the world on April 
25 and every day. This resolution also 
encourages the citizens of the United 
States to acknowledge and support 
these volunteer efforts. 

Over the weekend beginning this Fri-
day, April 25, youth from across the 
United States and around the world 
will carry out community service 
projects in areas ranging from hunger 
to literacy to the environment. 
Through this service, many will em-
bark on a lifelong path of service and 
civic engagement in more than 100 
countries around the world. 

This event is not isolated to one 
weekend a year. Global Youth Service 
Day is an annual public awareness and 
education campaign that highlights 
the valuable contributions that young 
people make to their communities 
throughout the year. 

Mr. President, the participation of 
youth in community service is not just 
a ‘‘nice idea’’ for a way to spend a Sat-
urday afternoon. Youth who are en-
gaged in volunteer service and service- 
learning activities do better in school 
than their classmates who do not vol-
unteer. Youth who engage in volun-
teering and other positive activities 
are also more likely to avoid risky be-
haviors, such as drug and alcohol use, 
crime, and promiscuity. Service within 
the community also contributes posi-
tively to young people’s character de-
velopment, civic participation, and 
better understanding of the needs of 
their neighbors. 

A recent survey by Civic Enterprises 
found that 47 percent of high school 
dropouts reported that boredom in 
school was a primary reason why they 
dropped out. High quality service- 
learning activities can, however, help 
young people make important connec-
tions between the curriculum and the 
challenges they see in their commu-
nities. 

It is important, therefore, that the 
United States Senate encourage youth 
to engage in community service and to 
congratulate them for the service they 
provide. 

In an effort to recognize and support 
youth volunteers in my State, I am 
proud to acknowledge some of the ac-
tivities that will occur this year in 

Alaska in observance of National and 
Global Youth Service Day: 

1. Anchorage’s Promise, which works 
to mobilize all sectors of the commu-
nity to build the character and com-
petence of Anchorage’s children and 
youth, is again sponsoring the annual 
Kids’ Day three-day events in Anchor-
age this year. Youth will provide sig-
nificant service to their peers and to 
adults who attend Kids’ Day activities: 
Students from King Career Center will 
serve as volunteer safety patrols. Stu-
dents from the University of Alaska 
Anchorage will serve as greeters. Mem-
bers of the West High School Junior 
ROTC will provide security. The youth 
members of the American Co-Ed Pag-
eants will serve as entertainment di-
rectors. Students at Chugiak High 
School will help their younger peers 
with bicycle and seatbelt safety dem-
onstrations. Youth volunteers at the 
Imaginiarium will help with displays 
and lead groups of visitors through the 
hands-on experiments. Youth docents 
at the Anchorage Museum will help 
youth visitors explore the museum. 
Youth will also organize a Book Give- 
Away and provide entertainment 
through song, dance, gymnastics, and 
karate. 

In addition to the Kids’ Day events, 
young people from every region of 
Alaska will serve their communities in 
the following ways: 

2. Young members of the Kiwanis 
Key Club will, through the RYLA 
Youth Leadership program, perform 
various service projects from March 
through May. 

3. Alaska Youth for Environmental 
Action will sponsor A Week Without 
Plastics activities in Anchorage, Palm-
er, Fairbanks, Juneau, Homer, 
Yakutat, and Sitka. Youth organizers 
will help educate their communities, 
through various outreach activities, on 
the effects of plastics on our environ-
ment. 

4. Youth in the Anchorage School 
District will host a dance to raise funds 
for economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who do not qualify for a free or 
reduced price school lunch; make daily 
checks for recyclable items, and hold a 
fundraiser for lymphoma and leukemia 
research. 

5. In partnership with the Anchorage 
Municipal Libraries, youth will help 
organize the city’s summer reading 
program and materials. 

6. In partnership with Covenant 
House and Congregation Beth Shalom, 
young people in Anchorage will involve 
their peers in transforming old T-shirts 
into reusable grocery bags. 

7. 4–H and other youth volunteers, in 
partnership with the Alaska Zoo in An-
chorage, will provide plastics edu-
cation information and participate in 
the planting of trees for Earth Day. 

8. In Ketchikan, the Boys and Girls 
Club will sponsor a city-wide clean-up 
involving many elementary, middle 
schools and high school students. 

9. From January through May, young 
people whose parents are stationed at 
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